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Forthcoming meetings 
 

 

Thursday 26th March - Geoff Plumb –  
"That was the Year That Was” - 1970     

 

 
The Stevenage Locomotive Society holds meetings on the LAST Thursday of 
each month with the exception of December (see below). Some additional 
meetings are occasionally arranged, as noted below. Meetings are held at The 
Community Arts Centre, Roaring Meg Retail Park, Stevenage, SG1 1XN. 
 
The Community Arts Centre is located half a mile south of Stevenage town 
centre on the B197 to Knebworth. Meetings start at 7.30pm. For further 
information please contact our Membership Secretary: Stuart Cox, 23 Larkinson, 
Stevenage, Herts. SG1 3HP. Tel: 078604-79980. E.mail: 
SLSmembershipsec@gmail.com Keep up to date with any changes on: 
www.stevenagelocosociety.co.uk The SLS is now on Twitter and Facebook for 
all the latest news, steam times, speakers etc. visit;-   
http://twitter.com/stevenageloco  
 
Future Meetings 2020: 
Thurs 26th Mar     Geoff Plumb - "That was the Year That Was” - 1970     
Thurs 30th   Apr    John Goss  -  'Copyright BR',  official photographer for BR 
Thurs 28th May    John Morgan - More tales from Top Shed .... & AGM 2020   
 

Thurs 25th Jun     Colin Boocock - Irish Surprises 
Thurs 30th Jly       The 125 Group John Zabernik – ‘Preserving the HST' 
Thurs 27th Aug     Mike Dodd - Arthur Dodd collection including industrials 
Thurs 24th Sep     Chris Smith - A Lifetime at the lineside  
 
Front Cover: Taking advantage of the seemingly interminable flood waters 
surrounding us just lately.  This shot taken at Wymondley depicts Azuma 800113 
heading north in a somewhat reflective pose with the 1D17 King’s Cross to 
Aberdeen working on 2nd March 2020. Mike Cooke. 
 

Rear Cover Upper: Seen on the 23rd August 2019 at the Wensleydale Railway, 
their Class 121 DMBS unit 55032 arrives at Leyburn with the 12.45 service from 
Redmire.  David Rice. 
 

Rear Cover Lower: On a bleak, wet and cold morning, Merchant Navy 35018 
‘British India Line’ pounds up Shap with the RTC ‘Cumbrian Mountain Express’ 
on Saturday 29th February 2020. Barrie C. Woods. 
 
CLOSING DATE: For articles, photographs and news for the April 2020 
Aurora (No. 670), is Wednesday 15th April 2020.  
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 Our next meeting is on Thursday 26th March 2020 
 

Geoff Plumb - ‘That Was the Year That Was - 1970’, 
 

 The latest in the series of shows given to us by Geoff depicting a single year. 
  

It is sure to include London Transport steam, a varied and interesting selection of 
industrials in action from around the UK, the early days of UK Preservation 
scene, including Welsh narrow gauge and miniature railways, as well as trips 
over the waters. Despite the end of BR steam it will be shown to be another busy 
year! 
 

Geoff started his career as a Television Cameraman during October 1968, having 
taken up photography in the early 1960s. He has continued to photograph steam 
in many parts of the world, together with preserved steam and modern traction to 
the present day, mainly in the UK. 
  

No charge to Stevenage Locomotive Society & 
Stevenage Arts Guild members. 

Non-members £3.00 for day membership, payable on the door. 

 

Coronavirus Crisis 
As I write (9/3/2020) toilet paper is worth more than share certificates and 

everyone is buying 10 years supply of dried pasta, towels and sanitiser, which 
they are busy storing in their newly erected Anderson Shelters (available from all 

good B&Q's). Also the famed hidden Strategic Steam Reserve is being oiled, 
readied and move out of storage from Woodhead Tunnel! 

 

 Seriously though we may have a potential problem for our future meetings if the 
situation gets worse (what no tea & biscuits!). 

 

Facebook followers can keep up to date by viewing or joining our Facebook site 
(For details contact Stuart Cox or David Rice). We will also try and update the 

website asap.  Who knows our Twitter feed may even be fed!  As for the 
meetings themselves I have already prepared a couple of spare shows which I 

hope you will enjoy should any speaker be unable to travel to our meetings. 
 Should meetings are banned altogether by the Government or Council, I hope 

to move any cancelled meetings back 12 months if possible. 
 

Please watch all our platforms and stay safe. 

 

 Remember Don't Panic, Keep calm and use your quarantine time enjoying 
looking back at your own past photo collections. 

 

 Who knows what you may find and then share with Barrie or the SLS Facebook 
team.   Take care Adrian 

 

Adrian White  0774 827 4023 

 

nexttraingone@ntlworld.com 
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Editorial 

 

It’s an inescapable fact that all our lives are being affected to a greater of lesser 
extent by the threat of the Coronavirus. Be thankful we live in the UK where our 
emergency and health services are probably the best in the world.  However do 
take care and heed the hygiene warnings that are circulated by HM Government. 
(I’m writing this with my facemask on by the way!) Our meetings will continue as 
planned (See previous page) and we look forward to you all turning up as usual.  
 

On the Railway Network the effects are already being felt with container ships  
failing to arrive from China, those that have arrived are very lightly loaded, thus 
some of our Intermodal trains are running almost empty, not a good situation for 
the economy.  So far Eurostar seems to be operating more or less to schedule, 
but if there is a worsening situation in Europe those services may well be 
affected. 
 

With regards to the future production of AURORA, we convened a committee 
meeting earlier this month to discuss the matter.  Prior to that we had received a 
number of quotes for its production, these are being considered.  Thanks to 
several of you who have given me contacts for this, I have followed them all up.  
Prices are inevitably far higher than our resident printer charged, so we may have 
to resort to one of the options laid out on page 5 last month. Hopefully by the time 
the April issue has wended its way through your letterbox we should know exactly 
which course of action we will be taking - Watch this space! 
 

With HS2 now receiving official sanction from Boris, there will be numerous 
complications across the area of the route from residents, conservationists, also 
with existing roads and of course railways. At least one preservation site has 
already been evicted from its base.  This is the Finmere base on the old Great 
Central line which we covered a few issues ago. (Page 6 & 7 August 2019) 
Preservationists have a hard enough job without HS2 ploughing through their 
sites!  I suppose we have to be thankful the new line is not being directed further 
up the GC and taking over the Great Central Railway!   
 

On a similar tack and something that may well affect me, Network Rail, have 
announced funding to investigate the reopening of the old line between Poulton 
and Fleetwood. Should this proceed to a full reinstatement of services another 
Preservation Society will be in a bit of a pickle.  The Poulton & Wyre Railway 
Society have been working on the line for some 15 years now, I’m sure they will 
be delighted to learn NR are going to take it over after all their hard work!  
 

Redundant Pacers appear to be migrating thick and fast to preservation sites, 
almost quicker than those heading for scrap. No doubt they are ideal vehicles as 
they are very economic, certainly fast enough for such lines and will with their 
garish colour schemes be very popular with the general public.  However I for one 
will not be queuing up to ride on one. Now a 2-car Cravens unit from the late 
1950s might be a different matter! Ed. 
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The Battlefield Steam Railway 
Peter J. Moss 

 

My first visit to this delightful country railway in Leicestershire was on 4th January 
2020 which was their first Winter Warmer Steam Gala. The Battlefield Line is the 
last remaining part of the former Ashby and Nuneaton Joint Railway which was 
opened in 1873. Last passenger services were in 1931 and last freight when it 
finally closed in 1969. The railway is run by volunteers of the Shackerstone 
Railway Society who moved into Shackerstone Station in 1969 so 2019 was a 
50th year celebration.  
 

The current operation runs for 4.75 miles from Shackerstone via Market Bosworth 
to Shenton. Shackerstone Station, at the northern end of the line, is a superb 
example of a Victorian country station and is the headquarters of the railway with 
a museum, tea room, souvenir shop and loco shed. Market Bosworth originally 
one of the busier places on the line has a platform building once at Erdington.  
 

Outside the railway on the up side is an original goods shed which was open to 
visitors with a gauge 1 live steam railway. Shenton Station at the southern end of 
the line is a short distance from the Battle of Bosworth Visitors Centre that tells 
the story of the battle where Richard III was killed in 1485; hence the name 
Battlefield Line. Shenton station epitomises the small rural stations that were 
once common throughout the country. It is not the original station but a grade two 
listed building that was originally at Humberstone Road, saved by Leicestershire 
County Council for £1 and then moved brick by brick to Shenton. 
 

Part of the reason for the visit was an intensive timetable featuring recently 
restored Hall, 6989 ‘Wightwick Hall’, and two Small Prairie 4575 class locos 
visiting from the South Devon Railway Nos. 5526 and 5542. The Hall is 
celebrated as the 150th Barry loco to steam again. It was resplendent and carried 
a small celebration board above the buffer beam for the railway’s 50th 
anniversary. I arrived in good time to see the sun rising over the shed and station 
as steam was being raised in both 6989 and 5542; atmospheric! The timetable 
had 6 round trips to Shenton interspersed with 5 round trips to Market Bosworth. 
The Market Bosworth trains were an interesting combination of 5542 heading two 
DMUs on Up trains. These were class 116 – 51131 and class 118 – 51321 with 
engines running. 5542 did not run round at Market Bosworth so the return trip 
was effectively powered and controlled by the DMUs. I was informed that this 
saved time and they rather liked their “auto train”! It could also have been down to 
the track work related to a new powered ground frame that they hoped would be 
operational by the time of the gala but that hadn’t worked out. Temporarily the 
points had to be locked and unlocked by hand; no mean task. 
 

I achieved haulage behind all three locos. Firstly behind 6989 as far as Market 
Bosworth which enable a photo opportunity of 5542 arriving before catching 6989 
back to Shackerstone to have a complete round trip behind 5526 to Shenton 
where there is a 20 minute layover with the loco running round. 
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GWR 2-6-2T 5542 with its unusual stock, making up the Market Bosworth Shuttle 
on 4th January 2020. 

 

 
 

The delightfully historic Shackerstone Station with GWR 5526 drawing in. This 
loco spent nearly 10 years at Barry Island, 5542 was resident there for 13½! 
Both photos: Peter J. Moss. 
 

Photo opportunities at Shenton are limited especially if you wish to return on the 
train you arrived on but the station building is very attractive. I did some more  
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round trips to Market Bosworth and visited the gauge 1 railway.  Between times at 
Shackerstone I explored the Museum which was packed full of Railwayana much 
of local origin and relevance and visited the tea room; the hot chocolate was the 
best I have had on any railway!  All those involved with the running of the railway 
that I spoke to were very friendly.  
 

The last train of the day departing Shackerstone at 16.00 with 5526 and 5542 
double-heading to Shenton and back. Trains were running late by early afternoon 
and with the light fading I decided to head home. So missing that was the one 
disappointment of a lovely day that represented Great Western branch line 
operation albeit in “Midland” surroundings. PJM. 

 

Meeting Report 

 Thursday 27th February- John Hunt – 
Scottish Steam and Diesel 1960-1967 

 

Once again with a very large audience assembled we were delighted to welcome 
the return of John Hunt to our second meeting of the New Year to present his 
latest show of Scottish Steam and Diesels in the sixties. John’s two-hour show 
took us on an nostalgic tour of Scotland’s sixties railway system visiting many 
long closed lines and featuring the steam and diesel locomotives and road 
transport in this transition period, also visits to many of the Scottish locomotive 
sheds and  images of the wonderful old stations from that era….Alan Cowles. 

 

 
 

Class 60s are in the news a lot these days with the withdrawn members piled up 
at Toton, refurbished ‘Super 60s’ out and about again, one or two having arrived 
at preservation sites and a couple now actually now been broken up.  It’s almost 
30 years since this photo was taken, on 16th June 1990, it shows lines of the type 
not at Toton but brand new at Brush Works, Loughborough.  The vantage point 
was the Ex GC line to Nottingham and show 60015 to 60029 complete and ready 
for action. Keith Gowlett. 
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Eastern Region circular 
By Paul Day 

 

Saturday 14th September 2020 saw the latest in an occasional series of railway 
related family outings with my brother Andrew (777) and nephew Stephen, for a 
circular trip on Eastern Region metals using a couple of advanced purchase 
tickets and an East Yorkshire Round Robin. 
 

First, we had a run in to King’s Cross on a pair of 387s on the 08.31 from 
Biggleswade, seldom seen on the Peterborough line on weekdays, so a bit of a 
change. No sooner had we reached the concourse from platform 11, our next 
train was announced as ready for boarding, so off we went to platform 1 for the 
09.36 Hull Trains service to Hull formed by 180113, so no GWR HST substitution 
today. Not to worry, as this would be a last chance to travel on these soon to be 
phased out units.  
 

It very a very busy service, with all seats taken in our coach ‘A’ at the back of the 
formation. Usually this service leaves twelve minutes later but had to fit around 
LNER’s revised timetable, which had to accommodate diversions from Newcastle 
to Carlisle. Our run was generally good, with a few crossovers gained north of 
Peterborough on and off the Leicester line. The coach emptied out gradually 
during the journey, especially at Doncaster, where a Leeds Midland Road-
Whitemoor class 66 convoy was noted, 66587+66598+66622+66513+66563, all 
freightliner examples. To add to the excitement, after taking the old ECML to 
Selby, we passed the HST test train 43062+43014 at Gilberdyke on a Hull 
Heaton working. 
 

Hull was reached a couple of minutes late having made up a few minutes deficit, 
so it was thanks to our 100% female train crew for a pleasant and comfortable 
trip. Time to spare before our next leg northbound to Bridlington, so had a quick 
look around the station, where building work was being undertaken.  A couple of 
class 185s were noted on TPE services to and from Manchester Piccadilly via 
Leeds before our Sheffield-Bridlington Northern train arrived in platform 7. This 
was formed by ex-ScotRail 3-car class 170 No. 170453 which was rather full of 
Yorkshire folk heading for a day on the coast. We found seats far enough away 
from the obligatory screaming children which seems to which come standard with 
most trains I travel on these days, so had a good journey to our destination.  
 

There was a bit of warmth from the sun but a rather bracing sea breeze, not a 
day for sitting on the beach we thought.  So we made our way from bay platform 
6 where we had arrived to platform 4 to continue our journey to Scarborough. 
Only platforms 4-6 remain in use, a reminder of the station’s heyday when holiday 
trains would have once occupied the now disused and demolished platforms 1-3 
& 7-8, strange that they were never renumbered to 1-3 after the demolition.  
 

Our next train, the 14.13 to Scarborough arrived on time formed by a lightly 
loaded ex-West Yorkshire PTE unit 155344.  
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A familiar sight at Hull, but for how much longer? Class 180 No. 180113 shortly 
after arrival on the 09.36 from King’s Cross. 

 

 
 

Journey’s end for 155344 at Scarborough having formed the 12.30 from Hull. 
These are now regular performers in East Yorkshire following the reduction of 
Pacer diagrammed services. Both photos by Stephen Day. 
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A peaceful journey was enjoyed along the remainder of the 53 mile Hull-
Scarborough line  through Hunmanby and Filey, passing another sister unit on 
this mostly single section of line.  After reaching a slightly warmer Scarborough, it 
was farewell to Northern and hello to Trans Pennine Express for the next leg. 
185124 was already in the station locked out of use on platform 3, with one of the 
new TPE class 68s; 68023 ‘Achilles’ stabled at the buffers. These locomotives 
and MK5 rolling stock had already started work on at least one Scarborough-
Liverpool service, so would our 15.44 departure be a class 185 farewell on this 
route for us?  No sign of the inbound 15.35 arrival before we left, but shortly after 
the first stop at Seamer, it passed with a class 68 powering away at the rear of 
the formation. Our 185 did its job effortlessly along the 42 mile section to York, 
but after the stop at Malton, it was clear that the demand for travel has 
outstripped the capacity of these units, even at this time on a Saturday afternoon, 
with most seats taken in our coach. I’ve seen how crammed they get at Leeds 
during the evening peak, so more seats on the MK5s have become a necessity.  
 

Arrival at York was more or less on time for the start of what turned out to be an 
interesting 90 minute break in warm sunshine before our 18.02 LNER service 
home, which kept us well entertained. Firstly, another TPE 68 was noted in the 
north facing bay, 68032 ‘Destroyer’, and 57003 stabled around the back of 
platform 11. It was  also a chance to view east coast traction before the Azuma 
revolution takes hold, the highlights being HSTs 43318+43315 on the 14.27 
King’s Cross - Edinburgh, and 43251+43308 ‘Highland Chieftain’ working the 
09.52 Aberdeen - King’s Cross - wonder how many on board were doing the 
whole nine hour marathon journey to London? Of course, there was the usual 
precession of 185s and Voyagers, plus a couple of Northern 158s and 170s, and 
a class 221 Meridian on the daily East Midlands Railway train to St Pancras at 
17.50. But of more interest was the sight of a Saphos Trains return charter to 
Crewe, which should have left at 16.51 from platform 10, but left just under an 
hour late from platform 3, with West Country 34046 ‘Braunton’ at the business 
end and BR green D1944/47501 ‘Craftsman’ at the rear. Then finally the returning 
TPE service we had seen earlier, with 68027 ‘Splendid’ making a noisy exit 
leading the 16.44 Scarborough-Liverpool, very much the shape of the future for 
this part of the world. 
 

In the meantime, our MK4 set had arrived in south facing bay platform 6 with 
91111 ‘For the Fallen’, and was ready for boarding well before departure time of 
18.02.  We had taken advantage of the cheapest first class advanced tickets 
available, so took our seats for what turned out to be a most civilised trip to 
Peterborough as the tea/coffee, sandwiches, muffins and popcorn flowed.  
Azuma 800106 was noted on the 17.58 fast to King’s Cross running late 
unfortunately delaying our departure from York by ten minutes, which our train 
manager blamed on waiting for the signal rather than the late running of another 
LNER service.  Leaving the train at Peterborough suitably fed and watered and 
having made up a bit of time, we made our way to platform 1 for our waiting 19.54 
12-car 700 unit to Biggleswade, and went right down to the front to take our place 
in the real first class part of the train, none of this declassified stuff at the back for 
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us today!  But in true GTR style, departure time came and went with no driver 
being present, so the inevitable chimes of doom sounded from the PA at 20.10 
and we were told that the driver was nowhere to be seen and the train was 
cancelled. So it was all out and over to platform 2 for the awaiting networker for 
the 20.24. For the record, the 19.24 had also been cancelled, so a 90-minute gap 
in service, sadly a common occurrence on Saturday evenings during this summer 
as I have found to my cost.  On a positive note, we ended the day in much more 
comfortable first class accommodation. We had enjoyed our little jaunt, travelling 
on seven journeys on seven different types of traction, some soon to disappear 
from their respective routes. PD. 
 

It was Sixty years ago….. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

It was March 1960 when Riddles 9F class 2-10-0 No. 92220 emerged from 
Swindon Works.  The last steam engine built for British Railways, and the last of 
53 built at the works. Following a competition between Western Region 
employees it was named ‘Evening Star’ at a ceremony on 18th March 1960. 
Allocated firstly to Cardiff Canton, its working life lasted only 5 years, it was then 
dumped at Severn Tunnel Junction, then later at Cardiff Docks where it sustained 
some front end damage. In 1966 it was then towed to Crewe Works for 
restoration as seen above on 9th April 1967. Keith Gowlett. 
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… And Now Something Completely Different …. 
Interrail September 2019 - Part 3 

Steve Baker 
 

Tuesday 24 September 
Breakfast officially starts at 07.30 but was in full swing at 07.20. I also filled my 
collapsable coffee cup for a takeaway as I expected it would be cold on 
Donat/Ems station later.  

 

RhB have three main types of electric locos:  
Ge4/4II (611-633, built 1973 [10], 1984 [13]) 
Ge4/4III (641-652, built 1993) 
Ge6/6II (701-707, built 1958) 
 

Ge4/4 denotes a narrow gauge electric adhesion loco (the RhB, MGB and MOB 
are all 1000mm gauge) with four powered axles. Ge4/4III indicates that this is the 
third class of that type purchased by the RhB. MOB locos are HGe4/4 to indicate 
they are also equipped with a cogwheel.  
 

The first train of the day was the 07.58 to Donat/Ems (Ge4/4III 642) to photograph 
the 07.53 Ilanz to Chur mixed passenger/freight train worked by articulated 
Ge6/6II 703. There are not too many Ge6/6II passenger workings and at this time 
of year the only one in daylight. While I was there Ge4/4II 616 headed west on an 
extra consisting of two Alpine Pullman coaches with an open coach between 
them and a  dual voltage Allegra set passed on a Bernina Express.  
 

I departed on the 09.05 to St. Moritz (a modern Allegra unit with very narrow 
toilets) and changed at Filisur for the local to Davos Glaris (pushed by Ge4/4III 

652) for the historische Fahrten train worked by Crocodile Ge6/6I 415 (built 1929) 
back towards Filisur as far as Wiesen. First class was in the Pullman coach and 
the décor was quite something, understated it was not. There was plenty of time 
for a coffee at Wiesen before the Croc returned up the hill with steam billowing 
from its bogies after the climb. At Glaris the freight train that had been stabled in 
the station when I was photographing the Croc earlier had left. I took the train 
through to Davos Platz where with typical Swiss efficiency the loco had run round 
the train, coupled up and taken the stock into the sidings, all within about five 
minutes. My final run on the RhB was the 12.03 to Landquart with Ge4/4II 613 in 
the middle of the train. At Landquart (and Chur) SBB and RhB use the same 
station but different platforms. I had originally intended to spend more time on the 
RhB but the BLS and MOB additions reduced the time I had here.  Back on SBB 
tracks, I caught the 13.25 to Pfaffikon SZ (a Stadler class 511 double decker kart) 
for Südostbahn’s (SOB) Voralpen-Express services between Luzern and St. 
Gallen.  

 

I walked through the park next to line to photograph the first train, worked by a 
new Traverso unit and back to the station for the second which much to my relief  
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was top and tailed by class Re 456 electrics 094 and 092. It was then on to 
Zurich for the next two hours. 

 

RhB Crocodile 415 at Davos Glaris on the 10.18 Davos Platz-Filisur historische 
Fahrten on 24th September 2019. 

 

RhB 629 at Donat/Ems on 07.44 Disentis/Mustér to Landquart on 24th September 
2019. 
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I spent much of the time at Zurich Hbf walking up and down the platforms with 
loco hauled trains mainly working out of platforms 8-16. There were plenty of 
Re4/4IIs including 11111 and a lot of Re460s working, together with a variety of 
other locos. A pair of ‘Lions’ (420217/227, modified Re4/4IIs for working Zurich S-
Bahn services) top’n’tailing the 17.38 to Aarau; there should have been other Lion 
workings as well but I missed them, and SBB Cargo 421371 arrived on EC194 
12.14 ex München Hbf having worked in from Lindau. SBB currently lease five 
modified Re4/4IIs to operate these services. There was also an Austrian Railways’ 
(ÖBB) Railjet set, a TGV and a pair of Cisalpino Mk2 tilting ETR.610s, one 
branded Trenitalia and the other SBB (the Italian unit was grubby and the SBB 
had been tagged). I went down to the low level platforms (there are three sets, 
21-22, 31-34, 41-44) to see what was about but it was rush hour by then so not 
the best time! Back on the main concourse there was a large Oktoberfest tent but 
no time for that of course. 
 

I left on the 17.37 to Sargans (460087 pushing). Opposite the end of the 
platforms is the 25 Hours Hotel Langstrasse which lists all the reasons for staying 
including ‘Trainspotting’! Wonder if you get a room overlooking the station (and 
binoculars to see the numbers). From Sargans to Buchs SG and finally an all 
shacks ÖBB 4024 kart to Feldkirch (Austria) which runs through Liechtenstein 
stopping at all three stations. I resisted the temptation to step on the platform of at 
least one station. The Italian restaurant near the hotel (Ristorante Caruso) looked 
very popular so I decided to eat there instead of the place I’d found on 
Tripadvisor.  
 

Wednesday 25  September 
A long but leisurely day (three trains, 996 km, 12 hours) started off well with 
breakfast available from 06.30, the supermarket near the station open before 
08.00 and I'd successfully managed to reserve a forward facing single seat on the 
08.17 Railjet to Wien Hbf (Vienna Main Station). Railjets are ÖBB’s high speed 
services, each set consists of seven coaches and a Siemens Taurus electric loco 
(ÖBB class 1116 and 1216) operating in push-pull mode.  
 

The Railjets run non-stop through Germany between Wörgl and Salzburg using 
the Rosenheim avoider line and are the only regular services using this curve. 
Approaching Brannenburg the train slowed and there was a long announcement 
that mentioned Salzburg followed by lots of customer murmuring which could only 
mean bad news. It transpired that there was a problem on the line which was 
probably a fatality, so back we go to Wörgl arriving about an hour after we 
departed with the next Railjet service in the adjacent platform. We now had to go 
the long way round to Salzburg so plenty more time to view the Alps, if the low 
cloud ever lifts (it doesn’t). Having booked my seat with ÖBB I was getting regular 
updates (ten in twelve minutes) with delay estimates varying from 60 to 132 
minutes but I considered the Train Manager's one or two hours was far more 
reliable. My plan for the rest of the day had been Wien Hbf to Bratislava for two 
hours and then on to Budapest for the night. 
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If my train is two hours late into Wien Hbf I would miss the last train to Bratislava 
that would get me there in time to catch my train to Budapest. Fortunately this is 
not a major problem as there is an hourly service direct to Budapest and on the 
upside it terminates at the station closest to my hotel. Next decision is whether to 
change tomorrow's itinerary and get to Žilina via Bratislava instead of Košice and 
most importantly, when should I have lunch. I ordered this using the train’s wifi 
and it arrived within ten minutes. There is also the small matter of what train to 
catch to Budapest later.  
 

We departed Salzburg 14.28 (booked 12.08) and finally rolled in to Wien Hbf at 
about 17.00, two and a half hours late. Although most trains at Hbf were hauled 
by class 1116 or 1216 Taurus' there was still some variety with 1144234 on 17.25 
to Murzzuschlag, class 2016 diesels on the Bratislava trains, and MAV 
(Hungarian Railways) electric 480001 on EC144 07.35 from Cluj Napoca 
(Romania) which had worked the train from Püspökladany (the train is diesel 
hauled from the Romanian border to there). Two Taurus' were of interest, one 
was painted in Czech Railways (ČD) livery although still branded Railjet, and 
1116157 is in a livery promoting the Polizei working with OBB to make everyone 
safer or something like that anyway. I briefly went down to the low level platforms 
(1 & 2) but only saw more Taurus'.  
 

The 17.40 to Budapest Keleti arrived 15 minutes late with another Railjet 
attached to the rear which was then detached and went to Wien airport. The train 
started in Rosenheim instead of Munich so the delay is presumably a result of the 
fatality that affected my train earlier. Arrival into Keleti was only five minutes late 
and after checking in at the Elite Hotel, just five minutes walk away, it was straight 
back to the station for dinner but the Barros Eterem restaurant was closed. Later I 
made a final visit to the station for the reason I'm in Budapest tonight, the 23.10 
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to Bucuresti hauled by a Romanian (CFR) class 477 electric, tonight it was 
worked by 477689 and 477742. Well worth coming to see.  

 

CFR 477689 on the 19.42 Wien Hbf to Bucuresti Nord at Budapest Keleti on 25th 

September 2019. The train was hauled from Wien by MAV 480001. 

 
MAV 431s at Budapest Nyugati on 26th September 2019. 
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Thursday 26 September 
I walked to Nyugati which took 35 minutes. The station was not as impressive as I 
was expecting, particularly the original restaurant now used by McDs, or maybe 
I've seen too many others, certainly the one in Helsinki was very similar. Most 
trains were worked by class 431s and 432 electrics, the latter sometimes in push-
pull mode and invariably (or so it felt!) at the rear. After a coffee and muffin from 
Starbucks I caught the 08.40 to Bratislava hl.n. behind ČD Skoda 380010. The 
Czech (ČD) and Slovakian (ZSSK) numbering system is (not surprisingly) the 
same. The first character is the type - ‘1’ is a DC electric loco. ‘2’ an AC electric, 
and ‘3’ dual voltage. ‘7’ is for all diesels. The exceptions are for ČD, Multi-System 
Vectrons are class 193 (ZSSK 383) as they are leased from ELL who are based 
in Germany where they are class 193s, and the leased ÖBB Railjet Taurus’ (class 
1116/1216). 
 

Trainspotting mode kicked in on the journey with a wide variety of MAV and 
ZSSK locos noted. Although late morning, Bratislava was busy and interesting 
with class 263 and 350 'Gorillas' being the most common. RegioJet 386023 in 
striking yellow livery, came in from Praha hl.n. and ÖBB diesel 2016033 arrived 
from Wien Hbf. Two freights added to the variety as well and in total six different 
loco types were seen in an hour. Well worth another visit, in particular an 
afternoon rush hour. 
 

The 12.13 to Žilina (350115) was full in first class and I was pleased I'd reserved 
a seat yesterday. The train was 14 coaches as it was a fast to Kosice but there 
was only one first class coach. Žilina was busy in the 40 minutes I was there with 
several freights passing through the yard next to the station. The impact of 
waiting for connections was demonstrated as soon as I arrived.  A slow train from 
Bratislava arrived late so the connecting train, 14.55 to Banska Bystica worked by 
Goggle 754054, departed ten minutes late and that probably delayed my next 
train which started from there. The 15.27 to Bohumin arrived with another Goggle 
750013 which was replaced by ČD 150224 and we departed 12 minutes late.  
 

The run to Bohumin (Czech Republic) was a real stagger and we finally arrived 
almost 20 minutes late. I was less concerned about missing my connection than 
not seeing the 17.22 to Warsaw which is worked by a Polish (PKP) loco. EP09-
033 was backing onto the stock as we arrived so there was just time for a couple 
of 'for the record' photos before I rushed to the other side of the station to catch 
the 17.24 to Brno Zidenice which remarkably ran to time (the first train of the day) 
and finally a local to Brno hl.n. (main station). The 17.24 train would usual stop 
here but the station is in the throes of major rebuilding which has reduced 
platform capacity.  Both maps.me and Open Street Map estimate the walk to the 
hotel would take five minutes albeit by different routes but that's once you're at 
street level and know at which exit. Maps.me was my friend. When heading out to 
dinner I made a point of walking via the main station entrance which proved 
invaluable the following morning.  
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ZSSK ‘Gorilla’ 350019 and 263011 at Bratislava hl.n. on 26th  September 2019.  
All photos by the Author. 
                                                                             To be continued/……………. 
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From the Archives..... 
 

 
 

A somewhat poignant photo of the last days of Gresley A4 60024 ‘Kingfisher’ 
bereft of Nameplates and some of its motion. The photo was taken at Hughes 
Bolckow scrap yard in north Blyth where the loco was cut up in December 1967. 
It had been withdrawn from Ferryhill shed the previous year after running the 
Aberdeen – Glasgow Expresses.  

 

 
 

At Hitchin station, Fairburn 2-6-4T draws into the Up platform with a mixed freight 
from Bedford. It captures the interest of several very young lads and their 
parents. A Derby loco for most of its life, with a very short stint at Bedford in 1963, 
which would seem to give an indication as to when the photo was taken.  
Jeff Brown Collection. 
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Happenings on the Cambrian Heritage Railways  
Alan Pitt. 

 

Things are happening down Oswestry way and now seems a suitable time to give 
an update. 
 

The major project in hand is the extension of the railway from Oswestry to 
Weston Wharf, giving a running length of about two miles. Despite its name, there 
is no water at Weston in respect of the wharf although there are wharfs with 
watery connections further south. Anyway, progress is being made with 
volunteers laying ballast, sleepers and rail on most Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays. Other work has been done to clear the site of what may be politely 
called rubbish and the narrow gauge railway which was there has been lifted and 
stored in anticipation of moving to Brymbo, where the old steelworks used to be.  
 

A platform is to be built at Weston to complement the goods shed already there, 
which will become a visitor centre. There will also be a bay platform. The actual 
platform will be similar to that at Didcot GWS. Track was in place all the way 
between Oswestry and Weston but the final half mile had not been refurbished or 
re-laid when towards the end of last year some carriages and wagons which were 
stabled at Weston were carefully moved out of the way and deposited in a new 
centre road at Oswestry (actually there is no down road at present, so it is a false 
centre road. It will eventually become a run round loop for trains terminating in the 
up platform). Completion of the trackwork and platform is planned for late 
summer with a full service expected to be running in 2021 between Oswestry and 
Weston. 
 

The Weston project has taken many of the volunteers away from other tasks 
including the restoration of the former King’s Cross Suburban MK1 Brake which 
was acquired in 2018 from the KWVR and was planned to be in traffic by Easter. 
It won’t make this Easter! More work than expected has been necessary and our 
volunteer carpenter has been working tirelessly replacing various wooden 
components. Your scribe has kept him company by doing the interior painting, 
very welcome work in the poor weather! The middle of the year should see entry 
into traffic, alongside the MK1 TSO which was restored at Llynclys and came to 
Oswestry in late 2018.  Another TSO is expected in the near future and there 
maybe another MK1 Suburban to overhaul shortly. When the current Suburban 
vehicle comes out of the shed, then attention will be turned to the overhaul of one 
of two steam locos, either “Norma” a WD 0-6-0T or “Oliver” a 0-4-0T. Work had 
started on both some considerable time ago but as happens on heritage railways, 
people drift away and others lose interest but with the current steam loco having 
only three more years on its ticket, another loco is needed.  
 

Finally, a group including the local MP and representatives from other interested 
parties, including the Cambrian Heritage Railways, have made a bid for part of 
the £500M undoing Beeching fund to get a community railway service from 
Gobowen to Oswestry. Fingers crossed!   AP. 
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The green coach, now situated on the up platform at Oswestry, arrived on 4th 
March 2020 from Ynyslas, north of Borth on the Dovey Estuary, on the Cambrian 
Coast. It is a GWR Dean four-wheel (or will be!), 3 compartment Brake Third. 
Build date unknown, as is running number and other details. It has been used as 
a small holiday cottage. The exterior is clad in plywood but the internal panelling 
looks in good order. If any readers of Aurora (Mr. Barton?) have any further 
information about it, then I would be pleased to receive it. Alan Pitt. 
 

  
 

The 1Z52 Scarborough to Motherwell with 50007 and 50049, passing through 
Haxby on 6th July 2019. The Headboard reads: ‘Class Fifty Alliance’. David Rice. 
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When did you last wash your mobile phone? 
Barrie C. Woods 

 

It was the 19th January I decided to take a day trip around the Lake District coast 
line to Carlisle and back. (Almost following in the footsteps of Martin Joyce) 
 

A few weeks previously having travelled to Lancaster with my daughter I noticed 
she had obtained her tickets on her phone, which when approached by the guard 
(Sorry – Train Manager!) she proffered it to him.  At this point he made a 
connection with some gadget hanging from his neck which miraculously (to me) 
matched up the Demented Crossword on her screen - officially known as a QR 
Code I believe – with the information he had and all was well. 
 

Feeling particularly daring I set about having a go at this new procedure on the 
Trainline web site.  It seemed fairly straightforward and lo & behold I had one of 
the aforementioned crosswords on my Trainline app with a note it would open on 
the day of travel which was 19th February.  All set then. 
 

It was the evening of the 18th, I decided to use the bathroom and laid my phone 
safely on the shelf above the toilet, which I’d done many times before, but alas 
this time things went adrift and it took a gravity assisted journey south straight 
into the pan!  Luckily I’d not had time to carry out my intended duty there.  Rapid 
work on my behalf rescued it and I quickly took it apart to dry any parts which had 
been infiltrated with water.  It didn’t seem too bad and after an hour or so drying 
out on a radiator I put it back together, but sadly it didn’t wish to function properly 
and my QR Code and many other items had literally gone down the pan!  It was 
now 9.35pm.  So after checking Trainline on my PC, I found my booking and 
armed with a reference code drove to Poulton station, but to no avail.  That code 
had been issued to a phone (I knew that!) and was unavailable.  I couldn’t change 
it on the PC either. I returned home; Trainline helpline shuts at 10pm, it was five 
minutes to.  I took a chance and luckily got through almost immediately, a very 
helpful chap, after having a good chuckle at my predicament, cancelled the 
phone reference and emailed me an ordinary reference, at no charge, which I 
could use to obtain tickets from the station.  Off I went again and, yes, it worked, 
so panic over. 
 

The next morning along with a colleague I walked to the station, we boarded the 
08.09 my first trip on a 319, 319374, to Preston, tickets were inspected and 
accepted – thankfully.  At Preston we changed to the 08.42, 158907 all stations to 
Barrow-in-Furness.  At Carnforth I spotted in the yard 33029, 33207, 37518, 
37668, 47760, 47826, 57313, 57316 & 57601, there were many others and some 
steam tucked away in the background.  A pleasant ride ensued along the 
southern coast over Kents and Leven Viaducts.  We arrived at Barrow a couple of 
minutes late but well in time to catch our next train at 10.22, this was 156425, all 
stations to Carlisle which would take us two & half hours, but again with very 
pleasant scenery, the sea on one side  mountains on the other and various 
estuaries to cross it was all very enjoyable.  We progressed onwards through 
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Foxfield around the dog’s leg and through Bootle.  At Ravenglass nothing was 
happening on the Narrow Gauge line.  Sellafield loomed ominously, but I hoped 
would produce some locos, sure enough in the siding were 88002, 88003, 88004 
& 88005. St Bees and Whitehaven were successfully negotiated, then the 
particularly picturesque section around Parton, before arriving at the very drab 
industrialised Workington.  The old Railway track production facility was now bull-
dozed and much else seemed to be in the same state.  The massive dock cranes 
were noticed where I had on 30th March 2017 witnessed ‘our’ 88010 ‘AURORA’ 
being hoisted on the English soil for the very first time.  At Maryport we took the 
ex Maryport & Carlisle line on through Wigton to arrive at Carlisle at 12.55, two 
minutes late.  The refurbished station roof is a marvellous sight, the station 
interior is now much brighter. In its usual position a Thunderbird resided, a real 
one; 57307 ‘Lady Penelope’. 
 

Our return train was at 17.06, so we had around four hours to spend in the City.  
Refreshments were required to we made our way over to Botchergate and the 
nearby Wetherspoon’s, The William Rufus. (William ll 1056 -1100), too early for 
any alcohol (I know some of you won’t agree with me on that!) so a snack lunch 
with orange cordial sufficed.  We had decided to catch the 76 bus, the stop is just 
outside the pub, out to Etterby Road. However Mark, my colleague, decided he 
still wanted something else to eat and off he went to find a bun shop! The next 
bus was due in about 10 minutes so that was fine.  Now Mark doesn’t even 
possess a mobile phone and mine was still laying in its component parts on my 
radiator at home, so we had no way of contacting each other. The bus came and 
went, no Mark, the service is every 20 minutes, so not a great problem, but where 
was he?  Another bus came and went on without us. Eventually Mark turned up, 
he’d got lost!  Nothing more serious.  
 

It took about 15 minutes to arrive at our destination.  After alighting we walked 
down the few hundred yards in Etterby Road to an overbridge where we could 
espy the present day DRS depot of Kingmoor, I had last been there on 7th March 
2017, as detailed in the April 2017 AURORA.  Not a lot had changed, but with the 
aid of my camera’s excellent zoom lens I established that the following locos 
were on shed. 37038, 57002, 57003, 57311, 66425, 66431, 68008 & 88008.  
Although on my last visit with Julian Kowalik I had explored the nearby nature 
reserve that was in an earlier life the ‘Real’ Kingmoor, Mark wished to have a look 
in there, so we spent a pleasant hour wandering around soaking up the historic 
location.  Mark somewhat bemused by what had been there as I explained 
various points during our stroll, he was particularly interested in the turntable 
remains.  With myself wallowing in nostalgia once again.  After an hour or so we 
strolled back up Etterby Road and right on cue a 76 rolled into view to return us to 
the City Centre. 
 

We alighted just before the station to enable me to visit the excellent little model 
shop. From there back to the William Rufus for a coffee, it was now around 16.15 
and our return journey would take around four & half hours, so we decided to 
stock up with some pies and sandwiches for the journey.  This turned out to be an 
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excellent decision.  Despite the length of journey there are no such facilities on 
the trains, not even a trolley service. 
 

 
 

Barrow is still blessed with mechanical signalling, albeit somewhat reduced from 
the original, as witness here looking west towards the stabling point where a 
couple of 156 sets await their next duty. 

 

 
 

The view from Etterby Road bridge, the depot in the background with various 68s 
& 88s moving out and a northbound Pendolino. The Kingmoor nature reserve is 
to the right of this view.  
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12A, Carlisle Kingmoor as it was in the 1960s, taken from a photo on one of the 
information boards in the present nature reserve. The location of the board is 
approximately where this picture was taken in 1966. 
 

 
 

Saltire liveried 158868 has deposited us at Preston and prepares to depart for 
Manchester Airport. All photos by the Author. 
 

Back on the station, the same class 156 duly arrived into the bay, and we departed 
on time at 17.06.  The journey back to Barrow was uneventful, it was dark so little 
could be seen, although I did note that the four 88s at Sellafield had all gone.  At 
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Barrow we had a 158868 unit in Saltire livery, for the journey over to Preston where 
we arrived on time 21.04.  A walk across the footbridge ensued, Mark by now was 
suffering considerably with a bad knee, but bravely carried on.  Our Poulton train, 
156444, came in on platform 1 and departed at 21.26, non-stop to Poulton, arriving 
at 21.42. This self-imposed alcohol free day, had to change so I suggested we 
repair to the local Poulton Elk for a drink or two to complete our day, however Mark 
declined as his knee was causing him considerable aggravation, so he walked 
home.  I enjoyed my pint - or was it two? before strolling home. 
 

All in all an excellent day out although nine hours of train travel for four hours at 
one’s destination does seem a bit ott!  However at a price of just £33.55 who can 
complain?  For my next trip I’ll collect my tickets from the station!!   
 

PS:  Fortunately I had insured my phone so a new replacement was with me after a 
couple of days! 

 

 
 

With their imminent demise on the National system many of the derided Pacer 
units are now heading for preservation. Epitomising the typical country scene on 
today’s railways 142028 leads into Bedale Station on the Wensleydale Railway 
with on the first return working from Redmire on 23rd February 2020 with 142060 
bringing up the rear. The pair is seen at Leeming Bar ready to work the second 
return trip at 14.30.  David Rice. 

Snippet 
Class 91s...Update: 
47813 recently hauled 91122 & 91128 from Leicester to Crewe where they can be 
powered up as required for OLE testing. 91104 at Doncaster is expected to join 
them in due course.  Arrangements for the shipment of 91117 & 91120 from 
Leicester across to mainland Europe are being finalised and the first to go could 
be on its way later this month. 
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Swindon 70 at the Nene Valley Railway 
Ian Joyce 

 

The choice of events to celebrate on our network of preserved railway lines is 
always a source of wonder. 2020 marks the 60th anniversary of the construction 
of British Railways’ last steam locomotive – class 9F 2-10-0 No. 92220 Evening 
Star – which emerged from Swindon Works in March 1960. 
 

But the Nene Valley Railway (NVR) decided to open their 2020 season with a 
gala on the weekend of 7th & 8th March to celebrate an event that happened at 
Swindon 10 years previous to this – according to their website it was “70 years 
since the last Pannier left Swindon works”. To mark this occasion the NVR hired 
in 57XX 0-6-0PT 4612 from the Bodmin & Wenford Railway and exchanged its 
number plates for those of classmate 6779 – the loco that appeared as the last of 
its momentous class all those years ago.  
 

The 57XX class commenced with GWR 5700 in 1929, a 0-6-0PT. 5700 was to be 
the first of 863 engines of this class (including variations), making the 57XX the 
most numerous class of tank engines in the UK ever. The object of the class was 
to be an all-purpose light goods and shunting engine, but they also found a role 
working passenger services and ECS movements. Unsurprisingly, given the 
number produced, these engines appeared in every corner of the GWR realm. 
 

The first 150 locomotives 5700-5799 & 7700-7749, were not all built at Swindon, 
the GWR sub-contracted construction between six other manufacturers; all locos 
were equipped with vacuum brakes, steam heating and also fitted with GWR's 
Automatic Train Control (ATC) safety system.  Next built were engines 6700-6749 
which had none of these refinements and were only fitted with three-link 
couplings. This 67XX sub-class was therefore used solely for shunting and short 
trip freight workings. 100 more 57XX engines (7750-7799 & 8700-8749) 
appeared before the next variation, class 97XX (9700-9710); 11 engines fitted 
with condensing apparatus to allow working on Underground lines in London 
between Paddington and Smithfield Meat Market.  These engines appeared in 
1933, shortly before the next main variant - sub-class 8750. Engines built from 
8750 onwards all featured an enlarged cab. These were numbered 3600-3799, 
4600-4699, 6750-6779, 8750-8799, 9600-9682 & 9711-9799, although they did 
not appear in numerical order.  All of these latter locomotives were constructed at 
Swindon, with the last thirty appearing after the advent of British Railways. 
Despite its claim to fame as being the last in a very long line, 6779 led an 
extremely quiet life: delivered from new in December 1950 to Cardiff East Dock 
(88B), it was transferred just the once, in May 1956, to Gurnos, a sub-shed of 
Swansea Victoria (87K). Withdrawal from service came in June 1959 – a total 
lifespan of just 9½ years. Cashmore’s of Newport disposed of it. 
 

Of course, the pedants amongst us will know that the NVR were wrong in their 
proclamation that 6779 was “Swindon’s last pannier”. In January 1951 0-6-0PT 
1630 was completed there and was followed by a further 39 members of this type 
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of pannier before 1669 brought the curtain down on pannier construction at the 
home of the GWR in May 1955. But even this wasn’t the end of the pannier story: 
The Yorkshire Engine Company carried on producing 94XX 0-6-0PTs until 
October 1956 when 3409 became the last locomotive built for British mainline use 
by private contractors and also the last pannier.  
 

 
 

 The very last built GWR designed Pannier 3409, Built by Yorkshire Engineering 
in October 1956. It was withdrawn in October 1964, just eight years old. Seen 
here in store at Radyr on 30th October that year with other GWR tank locos. It 
was disposed of by Cashmore’s of Newport. Brian Sharp. 
 

Even as this loco was being entered into traffic the writing was on the wall for 
steam traction. British Railway’s Modernisation Plan was in full swing and the 
following year English Electric supplied a pair of 0-6-0 diesels for evaluation as 
replacement for steam traction on the duties carried out by, among others, 57XX 
panniers. 
 

Rated at 500hp, the engines differed in their forms of transmission: D0226 was a 
diesel-electric and D0227 diesel-hydraulic. For the next three years these locos 
were trialled all over the network, and then the results of these trials were 
evaluated. English Electric reported two major findings: firstly, the superiority of 
electric transmission over hydraulic and secondly, that there was no requirement 
on the modern railway for locomotives of this power. Shunting was well within the 
capabilities of the fleet of the existing 350hp shunters, secondary passenger 
services were handled by DMUs and the need for trip freight working would soon 
end thanks to the closure of lines and stations following the Beeching report.  
Whether or not the powers that be on the Western Region ever caught sight of 
this report is open to question, but in 1963 it announced plans for the construction 
of 26 0-6-0 diesel-hydraulics with a power rating of 650hp. Later that year the 



30 
 

order was extended to 56 units and in 1964 the first of the class, D9500, emerged 
from Swindon Works. D9555 appeared in 1965 – Swindon’s very last locomotive. 
 

 
 

Photographed at Liverpool Street Station, English Electric 0-6-0 D0226 shunts 
empty stock on 8th October 1959. Its livery is overall black with a red band 
running all around the middle of the bonnet, with Speed whiskers at the front. It 
and its companion which had hydraulic transmission for comparison trials was 
Initially numbered D226 & D227 the ‘0’ was added to both to avoid confusion with 
the new English Electric Type 4 main line locos. D0226 now resides on the 
Keighley & Worth Valley Railway. Ian Joyce. 
 

By 1967 the Western Region were looking to cut their losses and unload them. It 
wasn’t their functionality that was at fault but, as English Electric had foreseen, 
there was simply no work for them. 33 engines were sent to Hull Dairycoates to 
work in the local docks, but they were under-powered and unable to be worked in 
multiple.  
 

So the whole class was withdrawn by the end of 1970. A considerably shorter 
working life than most of the engines they’d been built to replace. Eight of the 
class went straight to the scrapyard, with the rest being sold into industrial 
service, mainly to the British Steel Corporation and the National Coal Board 
where they, at last, achieved a measure of success. From this number, 17 have 
since found new homes on preserved railway lines in the UK.  Amongst these are 
D9520 and D9529, which are currently resident on the Nene Valley Railway, and 
which joined with the ersatz Pannier 6779 to celebrate Swindon 70. Or should 
that have been Swindon Profligacy? IJ. 
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GWR Pannier 4612 in the dubious guise of classmate 6779, at Wansford. 
 

Ian visited the NVR Swindon 70 and comments: It would have helped if there’d 
been some proper liaison between the Nene Valley and the Bodmin & Wenford 
Railway regarding the livery worn by the hired-in 4612. The NVR wanted to dress 
it up as BR No. 6779, but it was in GWR unlined green! So the smokebox was 
unadorned by a front number-plate and shedplate and the rear buffer-beam still 
proclaimed its identity of ‘4612’. The cabside plates were replaced, but by horrible 
home-made efforts that were barely half the size of the real thing – all expense 
spared! The antithesis of the Swindon ethos. 
 

In contrast the 0-6-0 diesel hydraulics positively sparkled. D9520 was in as-built 
two-tone green livery and adorned with Swindon 1964 worksplate and Cardiff 
Canton 86A shedplate. The other engine on duty, D9529, was in BR blue livery 
(but I’m not sure if any of the class carried this paint job in BR service?) It was 
leaving Wansford as I arrived and I couldn’t wait around long enough to see its 
return, but I attach a shot I did get of it  

 
 
 

Left: D9520 arriving at 
Wansford, leading a few 
goods wagons – the sort of 
pick-up freight it was 
designed for, it’s about to be 
passed by‘6779’.  
 
Photos by Ian Joyce 
unless otherwise stated. 
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Railwayana update – Marsh 2020 
No. 180 – Barrie C. Woods 

 

‘Anti-aircraft Command’ beats all 
Bulleid scroll stuns the audience 

GWR ‘Saint Stephen’ name found 

 

As expected after a quiet February, auctions are coming along thick and fast this 
month, with three in the system so far.   
 

Great Central Railwayana Auctions 7th March 2020 
The attendance here was little down on the usual cram, no doubt due to fears 
about the Coronavirus outbreak. However the sale went well with some good 
prices and very few ‘no sales’. 
 

A few choice Signal-Box boards did well: wooden style with metal letters ‘SHAP 
SUMMIT’ was the first at £1,050.  The rather nice ‘LONG MELFORD JUNCTION 
BOX’ on the Sudbury to Haverhill route did well at £1,300.  Locally we had 
‘WATFORD No.4’, slightly damaged but it still made £320. ‘MOLD Jct No.4’ went 
slightly less at £310. ‘WHITTLESEA’ did far better at £900. ‘METHLEY 
JUNCTION’ in the same style came from the Normanton-Leeds line, it went for 
£280. The cast iron ‘HARLECH SIGNAL BOX’ beat them all at £2,400. Maroon 
enamel ‘LIVERPOOL EXCHANGE No.1’ sold for £520, it was 141” long! 
Fortunately in two sections.  
 

Cabsides commenced with Lot.34 from GWR Hall class 6969 (Wraysbury Hall), it 
sold for £1,000, another from the class was 5960 (Saint Edmund Hall), an Oxford 
college, £1,200 saw that off. GWR Grange Cabside 6835 (Eastham Grange), 
made £2,100.  Prairie 2-6-2T 8105 made £400, the loco was built on the frames 
of withdrawn 5126. 
 

Lot.36 was a delightful Nameplate; ‘ALWILDA’. It originated on a Peckett 0-4-0ST 
built in 1899, supplied new to S. Pearson & Son.  They were contractors for the 
construction of Banbury & Lockwood Reservoirs, at Walthamstow.  By 1901 it 
had moved to Wouldham Cement Co. at Grays. It made £1,400. I wonder if any 
of you remember this loco?  The Name ‘GENERAL WADE HAYES’ came from a 
0-4-0ST Bagnall of 1942, it worked at Little Barford  Power Station, St Neots, later 
it transferred to Stourport Power Station. The winning bid of £400 took that. 
 

Main line names included the beautiful curved brass ‘CITY OF WINCHESTER’, 
this came from GWR City class 4-4-0 No. 3441 built in 1903. The loco was 
scrapped in 1927, so quite a remarkable survivor, £15,500 saw that away. 
Another GWR offering was ‘NORTH ASHTON HALL’ from 6959, this went very 
low at just £4,400. From a GWR Castle class 5025 came ‘CHIRK CASTLE’ at 
£8,800, rather low for the type, named after the 14th Century Castle near Chirk 
station. 
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Bulleid 34049 was the first Battle of Britain class, its name ‘ANTI-AIRCRAFT 
COMMAND’ certainly commanded attention in the hall, finally selling for a 
tremendous £27,000!  It is the only name in the class with Army connections.  I 
was surprised to see £4,600 paid for a Bulleid West Country Scroll, from an 
unidentified member of the class, quite something that. It was nice to see a 
Patriot name in the sale ‘CAERNARVON’ ex 45515, it fetched £9,600.  The loco 
was built in 1932 and withdrawn in 1962, cut up at Crewe Works. Third highest 
price paid was £14,400 for Clan Pacific name ‘CLAN MACKINTOSH’ (72007), 
one of the Carlisle allocated batch. 

 

From non-steam traction we had the brass number 31430, off class 31 once 
named ‘Sister Dora’. The name commemorated a local nurse Dorothy Windlow 
Pattison (1832 – 1878) who administered the sick during the Smallpox epidemic.  
It went for £1,150. ‘THE SURREY HILLS’ once adorned EMU 319013, but for 
only 2 years, £450 was paid for that. From another of the class, 319008, the 
name ‘CHERITON’ sold for £1,200.  After naming at Victoria in March 1994, this 
unit ran to Brighton in 37 mins 57 secs, a new record. On 10th December 1993 it 
was also the first train through the Channel Tunnel carrying passengers.  A third 
member of the class 319215 had its name on offer; ‘LONDON’, £660 saw that 
away. From Peak D71 (45049) came ‘THE STAFFORDSHIRE REGIMENT (THE 

PRINCE OF WALES’S)’ complete with knot, crown and plume of feathers crest.  £1,160 
was paid for that. From AC electric loco 86227 (E3117), we had the name ‘SIR 
HENRY JOHNSON’. He was the BRB Chairman 1968-1971, the loco was later 
renamed ‘Golden Jubilee’.  ‘SIR WILLIAM ARROL’ came from EE Type 3 D6910, 
later 37210 & 37693, it fetched £1,750.  The chap was the designer of the Forth 
Bridge. 
 

Smokeboxes began with GWR Manor 7818 (Granville Manor), it made £2,400. 
Next we had B1 61318 along at £600. Next was SE&CR 0-6-0 No.113, later 
becoming BR 31113, which sold for £760. This was nice, the Smokebox off J72 
class 0-6-0T 69001 built at Darlington in 1949 from an NER design dating from 
1898, the plate was ex-loco and made £540.  From Jubilee class came 45679 
(Armada) it went for £1,500.  Its name was also offered but didn’t sell.  
 

Totems, there are always many as you know. Of local interest was ‘WELWYN 
NORTH’, it did well at £2,100.  Also local was ‘SHEPRETH’ just south of 
Cambridge, it went for £800. Orange ‘CROSS GATES’, from the Leeds to York 
line took £1,050.  Light blue ‘DINGWALL’ fetched £1,400. 
 

Talisman Railwayana Auction 21st March 2020 
Talisman seem to have settled on ‘Live’ auctions nowadays, rather than their 
previous telephone affairs, this one is at their usual venue in Newark. It seems to 
have a very interesting selection of Bridgeplates on offer. The first is at Lot.4, ‘M 
& GN 220’ cast iron oval from a culvert between North Drove & Counter Drain. 
The next is Lot.40; ‘GN & GE 65’, a larger cast iron oval, nicely restored, ’31’ from 
the same company follows later, with ‘86’ towards the end of the sale. Next is 
‘L&NWR & GWR Joint Lines 47’, of similar design. Then at Lot.99 a Belfast & 
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Northern Counties plate ‘220’ a rectangular shape with rounded corners, quite 
rare.  Another oval from the Emerald Isle is ‘GNR(I)10’. North Eastern Railway 
style oval ‘323’ came from the High Level Bridge in Newcastle. Others of that 
style include ‘48’, ‘49’ & ‘50’. ‘L&NWR Co.66’ is another cast iron oval. Next we 
have an octagonal style plate ‘2262’ from the GER. ‘GNR 231’ is a single border 
oval, which came from nearby Stoke Tunnel on the ECML.  Lot.316 is yet another 
design, a rectangle with curved top and bottom sections in GCR style, ‘SYJR 24’ 
came from the South Yorkshire Joint Railway. Of the same ilk is ‘GCR 441’ from 
near Lutterworth.   
 

Still there are others, next is a rectangle with scalloped corners ‘’GNR 8’ this is a 
double border Viaduct plate. We have a pair of Bridgeplates from the London, 
Brighton & South Coast Railway ‘33’ & ‘207’, rectangular with chamfered corners.  
A rather ugly looking LNER octagonal plate, ‘248a’ is form the Norwich area, the 
small ‘a’ is unusual. Finally there are two more GNR Style plates ‘210’ & ‘213’, 
from Little Bytham Viaduct and adjacent farm crossing. 
 

A couple of ‘08’ shunters have their Cabside flame-cut panels on offer, 08351 
(D3421).  The other is from 08722 (D3890) 
 

There are some Smokeboxes on offer, B1 Smokebox, 61161, with 61313 a little 
later, with its Worksplate. The third is 61189, named ‘Sir William Gray’, Yorkshire 
based all its life. 9F 2-10-0 92186, was a New England loco and common sight 
through our patch. O4 class 2-8-0 63818, would be found around the Doncaster 
area in its working life. V2, 60884 in ex-loco condition is offered.  A one-time St 
Albans resident, 1911 Derby built Midland 4F 43873, cut up at Albert Loom’s in 
1959. WD 90573, worked on the Western Region for a while before moving to the 
north-east. Garner, Harris & Elton of Chesterfield disposed of it along with nine 
others of the class. A GWR Cabside originated from 0-6-0PT 1503, one of only 
10 built, not at all common these. 
 

Seatbacks include ‘HUTTON CRANSWICK’ which sounds like some place 
dreamed up by Hinge & Bracket (I’m showing my age now I suppose!).  ‘Ryehill & 
Burstwick’ might almost be considered to emanate from that amazing pair of 
comedians, but actually it’s from the Hull- Withernsea Branch.  
 

Hand lamps included a London Transport example from Watford in original 
condition and another from the Maryport & Carlisle Railway, this one may have 
actually been a Cart-lamp, again complete.  
 

A very nice name is on offer ‘TAVISTOCK COURT’, it originates from Saint class 
4-6-0 2951 built at Swindon in 1913, withdrawn in 1952. It comes with the 
vendor’s father’s original paper work dated September 1952 – Price £1! 
 

GWR Railwayana Auctions, Pershore. 14th March 2020 
Held at Pershore High School this auction also has some attractive Nameplates. 
First up is ‘LEIF ERIKSON’ off Virgin voyager 221139, the guy was a Norse 
Explorer who was first to set foot in North America.  ‘RATCLIFFE POWER 
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STATION’ is a rare chance to obtain a class 58 name, off 58041.  Class 42 
‘Warship’ names are always well sought after, so ‘COCKADE’ off D810 should 
get a few bidding arms waving. From class 47, 47818 (D1917) we have the name 
‘STRATHCLYDE’. Other non-steam items include the Worksplate from a Hunslet 
0-4-0 20ton battery locomotive, 900mm gauge which was delivered to the 
Channel Tunnel Group during the construction of the Chunnel. Just one of the ill-
fated Clayton Bo-Bo diesels survives, D8568.  However the Worksplate off 
D8600, newly allocated to Gateshead, surfaces at this sale, one of only 29 built 
by Beyer Peacock. By strange coincidence another of the class, built by Clayton, 
D8500 is also up for sale.  
 
Steam names start with Lot.75 with HOLKER HALL’ off GWR Hall class 6911, its 
Cabside followed after which an original oil painting by Don Breckon is offered. 
Also from that class comes ‘ROOD ASHTON HALL’ off 4965.  The loco was 
supposedly cut up at Swindon in 1962, but later investigations under the 
preserved 4983 (Albert Hall) revealed IT was the one scrapped and 4965 lives 
on! Another Cabside is the splendid 6017 (King Edward lV). GWR ‘Carmarthen 
Castle’ offers its Cabside 4076, built in 1924 and last seen disappearing under 
the cutters torch at R. S. Hayes, Bridgend. Same class but of later build in 1946 is 
7005 ‘Lamphey Castle – later ‘Sir Edward Elgar’, withdrawn from Worcester shed 
in 1964. From Bulleid Pacific 34054 ‘Lord Beaverbrook’ we have its Crest on 
offer. From Jubilee class 45664 the name ‘NELSON’ appears, built in 1935 it 
ended its life at Draper’s of Hull 30 years later. 
 
Top name in this sale will undoubtedly be ‘BARNSTAPLE’ off Bulleid WC 34005. 
One of three used in the 1948 exchange trials and fitted with lengthened 
windshields. Another of great interest is ‘SAINT STEPHEN’ from GWR Saint 
class 2929, built in 1907, withdrawn in 1949. Unusually it is still in ‘as found’ 
condition. 
 
Totems have local ‘ST ALBANS CITY’ along first. Nearby ‘RADLETT’ follows. 
‘CHARING CROSS’ comes shortly after, also from the Capital we have 
‘WILLESDEN JUNCTION’ which should do well. The ever popular ‘FORT 
WILLIAM’ should get a number of bids. 
 
Another 9F Smokebox appears in the form of 92048. Then from from GWR 
Castle 5003 ‘Lulworth Castle’. I’m sure several of you recall the little departmental 
tank engines that pottered around Stratford depot. The Worksplate from No.31 is 
for sale. It started life as a Holden J66 0-6-0T in 1888, numbered GER 313 then 
LNER 7313 & 8382, BR 68382 before ending its days at Stratford. Others of the 
class were similarly employed as Departmental locomotives, 68370 as No.33. 
68378 & 68383 as 36 & 31 respectively by BR.  Mersey Railway No.3 (68389), 
was also class J66 employed as a Departmental locomotive. 
 
As has become traditional at this auction the last 150 lots are all posers and 
advertising signs. BCW. 
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Diary Dates 2020 
28th Mar Great Northern Railwayana Auction, Poynton 
18th Apr Mid Hants Railwayana Auction 
25th Apr GWR Auction, Pershore 
26th Apr Bristol Railwayana Auction 
8 -10th May        Llandudno Transport Festival 
30th May GCR Auction, Bloxham 
31st May  Carnforth Station Railfair 
                                                          Barrie C. Woods 11th March 2020 
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Letter via E.mail: 
 

Hi Barrie, 
 

Just catching up with the January Aurora and reading Ian Joyce’s contribution 
following Kevin’s original piece and my paragraph concerning that.  May I be 
permitted to add more? 
 

I have made some study of articulated locomotives myself and have an ‘oven-
ready’ talk titled ‘’Action and Articulation’’ which tells the story of articulation and 
semi-articulation on the steam loco across 6 continents.  I am not the world’s 
expert but do have the definitive works by Professor Lionel Wiener and several 
other books on the subject.  
 

I’m not contradicting Ian’s excellent work -  just adding: The articulated loco had 
its birth in S. Wales in 1831, but came into real being with the Semmering Pass: 
13miles at 1 in 45 with curvature of 220 yards (imperial).  The pass was on 
Austria’s Südbahn, the Southern Railway, from Vienna to the country’s seaport at 
Trieste, now in Italy. 
 

A competition similar to Rainhill was organised in 1851, and there were 4 
contestants.  There was one unsuitable 0-8-0, the double-boiler Fairle type, 
the Meyer type, and the winner Bavaria, the semi-articulated Engerth from Maffi 
which Herr Engerth had rebuilt as Kapellen!  The 16 then ordered were not 
entirely successful due to the chain drive to an articulated axle.  The chain was 
later removed and these became the Modified-Engerth type.  Very 
few Engerths were built but many Modified Engerths were constructed. 
 

I have seen Modified Engerths working in Austria, Spain and Java plus the 
Museum pieces in Lucerne, Mulhouse and Prague also other chain driven 
articulated locos too in such diverse places as NZ South Island and Paraguay, 
but not Bulleid’s Leader or the Turf version in the Emerald Isle.  All feature in my 
talk which I modestly offer to the Society or other similar organisations. 
 

Kind regards,  Ray Schofield 

Snippets 
Jacobite steamings: 
The New Jacobite season is almost upon us. Steam between Fort William and 
Mallaig commences on April 6th, with morning trains running through until October 
23rd. Weekday afternoon trains commence on 11th May to 11th September. 
Weekend afternoon services commence on 13th June to 30th August. Anticipated 
locomotives are two Black 5s and the K1 62005. 
 

Class 90 haulage: 
Whilst we have been expecting the cascade of class 91s on to the Blackpool 
north route, in lieu of the Pendolinos and Voyagers, it appears not to be so.  A 
Grand Central test train recently arrived at the terminus comprising of a rake of 
six  Mk4s, a DVT and with 90019 at its London end.  
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Logbook 
 

Please send notes for the April ‘Logbook’ by Saturday 11 April 
to David Percival, 7 New Close, Knebworth SG3 6NU. 

 

Talks 
 
Tue.31 March: RCTS (Hitchin Branch), WGC Methodist Church, junction of 

Ludwick Way/Cole Green Lane, WGC AL7 3PN.  14.00.  The Varying Fortunes 
of the Hatfield to St Albans Railway – Alistair Cameron. 

Tue.14 April: RCTS (Hitchin Branch), Tilehouse Street Baptist Church, Upper 
Tilehurst Street, Hitchin SG5 2EE.  19.30.  Railway Cameramen: The Story of 
the Railwa Photographic Society – John Hillier. 

Tue.28 April: RCTS (Hitchin Branch), WGC Methodist Church, junction of 
Ludwick Way/Cole Green Lane, WGC AL7 3PN.  14.00.  45596 Bahamas 
Locomotive Society – John Hillier. 

 

If you are a member of, or have connections with, other local railway societies 
please ask them to send their 2020 programmes to David Percival. 

 

 
At least one HST set will still be seen at regular intervals on our main line, the 
Network Rail NMT passing through Doncaster on 27th April 2019, heading 
towards Hull with 43062 'John Armitt' leading and 43013 'Mark Carnie CBE' 
bringing up the rear. David Rice. 
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